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Geography study Water cycle Year ___ ______ Term

Latin
|

cyclus

A completed series of events that are repeated.

The water cycle is the circulation of the Earth’s water.
cycle

evaporation

rises up as 
water vapour

turns into a gas

water evaporates

water heated by sun

condensation

water vapour rises

cools and condenses

water droplets form

make clouds

precipitation

water droplets 
combine

become heavier

water falls from 
clouds

rain, hail or snow

percolation

water seeps 
underground

|
through rocks and 

soil particles

transpiration

water vapour or moisture

plants release water  

evapotranspiration
total water vapour

|
evaporation + transpiration

water returns
• rivers, lakes 

and the sea

The sun powers 
the water cycle.
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